The Arc California
Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday, May 23, 2011

Embassy Suites Sacramento

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order @ 10:19am by President Dwight Stratton.  A quorum was established by Executive Director Tony Anderson.  Pat Napoliello volunteered to take minutes in the absence of Secretary Sandy Waterbury.
2. Agenda approval:  Request to move the Trailer Bill Language discussion up to immediately after the approval of last board minutes.  Pat H. moved to approve the agenda with amendments, Shirley D. seconded.  Agenda approved as amended.

3. Approval of the last board minutes – postponed.
4. Trailer Bill Language discussion:

659:  Annual Family Program Fee – reject

666:  Transportation Access Plans - amend, recommend independent assessments for health and safety with input from circles of support

663:  Individual Choice Day Services – amend, delete optional tailored day, eliminate caps
662:  Supported Living Services – amend, promotes group homes & presumes roommates clones
661:  Maximize Utilization of Generic Resources – Education Services; amend
657:  Electronic Billing Process – amend, increase capacity of current computer systems

665:  Prevention Program – reject

658:  Rate Equity – amend, reverse the rate reduction if reduces or eliminates services

AB171 (Beall) recommend including in budget solution with RC’s carrying deductable of insurances that will cover autism treatment
Working Lunch sponsored by Miller United 

Randy Gastreich, from Miller United an affiliated partner of The Arc CA spoke on the latest insurance trends in workers compensation, property and general liability, group transportation, employment practices liability management, and cited wage and hour disputes as the #1 complaint.
5. President’s Report:  President Stratton informed the board that our Secretary is absent because her daughter is hospitalized and very ill.  Our website has been amended to allow donations in support of Sandy to be able to stay at Shannon’s side.

6. Executive Director’s Report:  Tony Anderson
Agenda reviewed for the next 2 days.  Elections to be held at Chops Steak House tomorrow.  

Slate presented: Dwight Stratton – President


 Dick Fitzmaurice – Vice President



 Peter Bowers- Treasurer



 Sandy Waterbury – Secretary

7. The Arc U.S. Report:  Pat Napoliello & Joe Meadours

Joe M. spoke of the newly formed Self Advocates Council at the national level that he has been asked to serve on working to create relationships with self advocacy groups across the country.

Pat N. spoke to the Position Statements up for renewal this year in Denver at convention: Self-Determination, Individual Supports and education.  The Arc U.S. Position Statements up for renewal or rejection at convention this year are Education, Individual Supports and Self-Determination.  Extended to 2012 for review are Physician Assisted Suicide, Employment and Housing.  Transportation and Direct Support Professionals will be on the table for review in 2013.
Pat N. spoke to the success of the new rebranding effort!  Pat N. described the dissolution of The Arc /UCP collaboration.   Pat N. reminded everyone of The Arc’s role in the Alliance for Full Participation Conference in November.  She highlighted the new NISH Supported Employment Program, The Arc endorses as changes to employment for people with I/DD cross the nation.  Pat cited The Arc U.S. in the news responding to Lebron James using the “R” word, the discrimination in the workplace (Aspergers) case, the release of the FINDS Study pending, landing Temple Grandin as keynote speaker at the September Denver Convention, and the latest hot topic of “planned communities” (i.e. Florida or Camp Hill) sure to be discussed in Denver as well.  

8. People First of California Update: Kecia Weller
This report is from the board retreat of April 8-10th.  Scott Winfield and Cindy Richards resigned as Vice President and Secretary respectively.  Roy Rocha was elected Vice President and Gail Walters was appointed Secretary.  Hallie Long was elected Treasurer.  Regina Woodliff was elected Member-at-Large.

PFCA board voted to meet only twice a year for 3 days and 2 nights in September and March.

PFCA is starting their strategic planning for the next 3-5 years.  New VISION statement: PFCA envisions all people with disabilities will have the opportunity to gain empowerment through unity and respect for each other.  The September board meeting will focus on prioritizing strategic goals for the next 3-5 years.
PFCA 16th Self-Advocacy Conference is June 11-12, 2011. Theme is: “It’s not what you Say but what you Do”. 

9. CA Conference of Executives (CCE) Report:  Michael McGinnis

CCE met yesterday at Placer Arc, hosted by Barbara Guenther.  It has been very well received to meet at local chapter offices for CCE.   The next meeting is scheduled just before the Autism Now conference which is July 30-31, with CCE meeting at The Arc of LA and Orange Counties on July 29th. 
NCE’s Summer Leadership Conference is in Baltimore August 5-7th.

10. Financial Reports were postponed to tomorrow.

11. Public Policy and Legislation Update: Greg deGiere and Peter Bowers discussed the following topics
$1.2 Billion start for cuts to our system………now at $174Million!

Join Alliance for Patient Care vs. Medi-Cal cuts.

Adult Day Health Care is eliminated.

IHSS – 10% cut.

Employment First – State Council Policy discussed.  Kevin Mac., Barbara M. and Tony were on the subcommittee.  It is a policy only but legislation by Beall AB254 is waiting in the wings to add weight and pressure to force employment (some feel). The Arc CA has sent a letter to the State Council encouraging the policy wording that community employment is a goal for persons with I/DD but not required before being offered other options of employment or activities.
The question was raised by Kevin MacDonald regarding the future of our public policy agenda: How is The Arc CA going to address 14 straight years of cuts – How are we going to resurrect the system and our power?  After much discussion, 4 priorities and The Arc’s role came to light:
1. Frozen funding – develop strategies to counter 14 years of frozen funding
2. DC closure – actively support and agitate the continued closure of developmental centers
3. Waiver strike – demonstrate our power and control of waiver $ to the administration
4. RC duplicity – make recommendations regarding the duplication in RC administrative functions in the DD system as a way to reduce costs
· Motion by John Kelly and Seconded by Pat Napoliello to take these priorities to The Arc CA /UCP Collaboration for discussion as the first priorities -for the public policy agenda for next year.  Motion carried.
12. Bill McLaughlin: Legal Strategy Tactician from Lang, Richert & Patch in Fresno discussed a potential lawsuit seeking to ensure high quality services for persons with I/DD in CA.
· Motion by Peter Bowers, Seconded by Shirley Dove that The Arc CA become the lead plaintiff in the Arc San Diego Coalition Lawsuit to stop cuts and ensure high quality services under the Entitlement of the Lanterman Act and Medicaid.  Motion carried.

Meeting recessed at 4:50pm.  Meeting will resume tomorrow morning 
Respectfully submitted,

Pat Napoliello
